
GOVERNMENT OF PUERTO RICO 
PUERTO RICO PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATORY BOARD   

PUERTO RICO ENERGY BUREAU 

CASE NO. NEPR-AP-2020-0025 

SUBJECT: Request for Authorization to 
Substitute Pre-Filed Testimony of Esther 
González 

MOTION REQUESTING AUTHORIZATION TO SUBSTITUTE  
THE PRE-FILED TESTIMONY OF ESTHER GONZÁLEZ  

TO THE HONORABLE PUERTO RICO ENERGY BUREAU: 

COME now LUMA Energy, LLC (“ManagementCo”), and LUMA Energy ServCo, 

LLC (“ServCo”), (jointly referred to as the “Operator” or “LUMA”), and respectfully state and 

request the following: 

1. On August 18, 2021, LUMA filed a Motion Submitting Pre-Filed Testimonies

before this Honorable Puerto Rico Energy Bureau (“Energy Bureau”). Therein, LUMA submitted 

the pre-filed testimonies of the nine (9) witnesses it intended to present at the evidentiary hearing. 

Among the pre-filed testimonies, was the direct testimony of Ms. Esther C. González, Vice 

President of Health, Safety, Environmental & Quality for ManagementCo. Her testimony covered 

the performance metrics related to safety, specifically on topics such as: OSHA Recordable 

Incident Rate, OSHA Fatalities, OSHA Severity Rate, and OSHA Days Away, Restricted and 

Transfer Rate (“OSHA DART Rate”) 

2. LUMA hereby informs that Mrs. González is no longer employed with the company 

with effect on September 1st, 2021. This unfortunate situation is evidently due to circumstances 
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that are beyond LUMA’s reasonable control. As such, LUMA requests this Energy Bureau to allow 

the designation of a new witness that can provide the above-described testimony.  

3. LUMA has identified Mr. Jorge Mélendez, Safety and Training Lead for ServCo as 

a witness to offer the testimony in support of the performance metrics related to safety. Mr. 

Meléndez has extensive professional experience in developing, evaluating, and maintaining safety 

programs, and participated and/or lead many incidents investigations. He also gave Mrs. González 

support in the analysis of the data and safety metrics when she was preparing her pre-filed 

testimony for this proceeding. Mr. Meléndez is knowledgeable of the pertinent data and 

workpapers as part of his employment duties. Thus, he is the person within LUMA that can provide 

testimony on the specific topics that were going to be originally covered by Mrs. González’s 

testimony.  

4. The testimony that Mr. Meléndez expects to provide by no means intends to vary 

substantially from the subject-matter of Mrs. González’s pre-filed testimony. In fact, Mr. 

Meléndez’s testimony is limited to support LUMA’s Performance Metrics Targets Revised filing 

on the performance metrics related to safety; concretely on the OSHA Recordable Incident Rate, 

OSHA Fatalities, OSHA Severity Rate, and OSHA DART Rate, which were precisely the same 

areas covered by the pre-filed testimony of Mrs. González. The only variations to Mrs. González’s 

pre-filed testimony are the responses to the questions that pertain to the academic and professional 

background of the witness, as well as the disclosure of any previous appearances before this Energy 

Bureau to provide testimony.  
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5. In view of the foregoing, LUMA respectfully requests that this Energy Bureau 

receive and accept the Pre-Filed Testimony of Mr. Jorge Mélendez in substitution of the one filed 

for Mrs. Esther C. González on August 18, 2021. The Pre-Filed Testimony of Mr. Jorge Mélendez 

is hereby included as Exhibit 1. This request is done in good faith and responds to LUMA’s need 

to substitute the witness person that will provide testimony on the performance metrics related to 

safety due to Mrs. González inability to serve as witness for LUMA.  

WHEREFORE, LUMA respectfully requests that the Energy Bureau receive and accept 

the Pre-Filed Testimony of Mr. Jorge Mélendez in substitution of the one filed for Mrs. Esther C. 

González on August 18, 2021.  

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED. 

   We hereby certify that we filed this motion using the electronic filing system of this Energy 
Bureau and that I will send an electronic copy of this motion to the attorneys for PREPA, Joannely 
Marrero-Cruz, jmarrero@diazvaz.law; and Katiuska Bolaños-Lugo, kbolanos@diazvaz.law, the
Office of the Independent Consumer Protection Office, Hannia Rivera Diaz, hrivera@jrsp.pr.gov,  
and counsel for the Puerto Rico Institute for Competitiveness and Sustainable Economy (“ICSE”), 
Fernando Agrait, agraitfe@agraitlawpr.com, counsel for the Colegio de Ingenieros y 
Agrimensores de Puerto Rico (“CIAPR”), Rhonda Castillo, rhoncat@netscape.net, and counsels 
for  Comité Diálogo Ambiental, Inc., El Puente de Williamsburg, Inc., Enlace Latino de Acción 
Climatica, Alianza Comunitaria Ambientalista del Sureste, Inc., Coalicion de Organizaciones 
Anti-Incineración, Inc., Amigos del Río Guaynabo, Inc., CAMBIO, Sierra Club and its Puerto 
Rico Chapter, and Unión de Trabajadores de la Industria Eléctrica y Riego (jointly, Puerto Rico 
Local and Environmental Organizations), larroyo@earthjustice.org, rstgo2@gmail.com, 
notificaciones@bufete-emmanuelli.com, pedrosaade5@gmail.com., jessica@bufete-
emmanuelli.com; rolando@bufete-emmanuelli.com. 

In San Juan, Puerto Rico, this 9th day of September 2021. 
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DLA Piper (Puerto Rico) LLC 
500 Calle de la Tanca, Suite 401 

San Juan, PR 00901-1969 
Tel. 787-945-9107 
Fax 939-697-6147 

/s/ Margarita Mercado Echegaray 
Margarita Mercado Echegaray 

RUA NÚM. 16,266 
margarita.mercado@us.dlapiper.com 

/s/ Yahaira De la Rosa Algarín 
Yahaira De la Rosa Algarín 

RUA NÚM. 18,061 
yahaira.delarosa@us.dlapiper.com
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EXHIBIT 1 


























